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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE BY 
ROWLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 
ENTITLED "HIGH-LEVEL SPARRING ON RIGHTS." 


2. THE CONFLICT OVER PRESIDENT CARTER'S HUMAN- 
RIGHTS PROGRAM BROKE INTO AN EMBARRASSING BOIL ON 
AUG. 3, WHEN ONE OF THE NATION'S BEST ASIAN FRIENDS, 
PHILIPPINE FOREIGN MINISTER CARLOS P. ROMULO, BOY- 
COTTED ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE PATRICIA M. DER- 
IAN'S BRIEF APPEARANCE AT A MEETING HERE OF U.S. ASIAN 
ALLIES. 


3. AS CARTER S HUMAN-RIGHTS SPEARPOINT, DERIAN WIELDS 
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A SHARP WEAPON, WHICH DREW BLOOD ON HER VISIT TO 
MANILA LAST YEAR. "SHE WAS RUDE TO PRESIDENT MAREOS," 
ONE RANKING DIPLOMAT TOLD US. "ROMULO WAS BOYCOTTING 
HER HERE AS AN INDIVIDUAL, NOT AS A U.S. GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL." 


4. ALLIES OF DERIAN INSIST SHE WAS ONLY DOING HER DUTY 
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IN MANILA. THEY INSIST, TOO, THAT THE WAVE OF NEW 

CONGRESSIONAL LAWS REQUIRING STRICT HUMAN-RIGHTS ACCOUNT- 
ABILITY BEFORE U.S. ARMS, POLICE EQUIPMENT OR ORDINARY 
COMMERCIAL GOODS CAN BE APPROVED FOR EXPORT ARE MAKING 
HER JOB MORE COMPLEX THAN IT USED TO BE. 

5. TRUE OR NOT, DERIAN AND HER RAPIDLY EXPANDING OFFICE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS ARE UNDER 
ATTACK-STILL LARGELY SUBTERRANEAN-FROM THE ADMINISTRA 
TION'S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SPECIALISTS, FROM TRADE 
EXPERTS IN THE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT AND FROM U.S. MANU- 
FACTURERS. THUS FAR, THE EFFECT ON THE DAUNTLESS DERIAN, 

A VETERAN OF THE MISSISSIPPI CIVIL-RIGHTS WARS, IS NOT 
NOTICEABLE. 

6. ON JULY 17 SHE HIRED LIBERAL ARMS SPECIALIST STEPHEN 
COHEN, FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY-PLANNING STAFF, 

TO SUPERVISE ALL SECURITY-ASSISTANCE EXPORTS (ARMS AND 
POLICE EQUIPMENT) FROM THE HUMAN-RIGHTS STANDPOINT. 

COHEN WAS THE 10TH TOP PROFESSIONAL NAMED TO DERIAN'S 
STAFF. AT LEAST TWO MORE ARE WANTED. 

7. HUMAN-RIGHTS ACTIVISTS AT STATE ARGUE THAT NEW LAWS 
LINKING ARMS SALES TO HUMAN RIGHTS MADE THE HIRING OF 
COHEN MANDATORY. BUT THE PENTAGON, JEALOUS ABOUT ITS 
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ARMS-CONTROL POWERS, IS ANGERED. COHEN S NEW ROLE IS 
ALSO RESENTED BY SOME OFFICIALS IN THE OFFICE OF LUCY 
BENSON, UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE. 

8. MORE TO THE POINT IS DERIAN'S ZEAL AS A POLITICAL 
ACTIVIST. HIGH-RANKING DIPLOMATS REPORT THAT IN PUSH- 
ING THE HUMA -RIGHTS GOALS OF JIMMY CARTER, DERIAN IS 
BLUNT. SHE INFORMED THE HIGHEST LEADERS OF AT LEAST 
ONE FOREIGN COUNTRY WITH A POOR HUMAN-RIGHTS RECORD 
THAT, AS THE ONLY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE SWORN 
IN BY CARTER HIMSELF, SHE POSSESSES SPECIAL CLOUT. 

INSIDERS SAY SHE IS THE ONLY ASSISTANT SECRETARY WHO 
RATES A REGULARLY SCHEDULED PRIVATE WEEKLY SESSION WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE. 

9. SOME SINS ATTRIBUTED TO HER MAY BE EXAGGERATED. 

FOR EXAMPLE, CONSIDER THE NOTORIOUS CASE OF THE $41 1 
WORTH OF STEEL GROIN PROTECTORS AND HELMETS FOR 
RIOT POLICE IN INDONESIA (WHICH HAS HUMAN-RIGHTS 
PROBLEMS BUT SELLS THE UNITED STATES 9 PERCENT OF 
ALL OUR IMPORTED OIL). IN FACT, THAT DEAL WAS APPROVED 
AUGUST 4 AFTER A DELAY OF A MERE TWO WEEKS. 
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10. BUT MARK SCHNEIDER, DERIAN'S TOP AIDE AND A FORMER 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT TO SEN. EDWARD KENNEDY (D-MASS.), 
APPARENTLY DISAPPROVED THE DEAL. HIS INITIALS, "M.S.," 

APPEAR ON A CONFIDENTIAL BUREAUCRATIC MEMORANDUM ON 
WHICH A LOWER-RANKING OFFICIAL HAD WRITTEN "NO GO" FOR 
THE GROIN PROTECTOR. INDEED, THE HIGHER-UP DECISION 

TO OVERRULE SCHNEIDER MAY HAVE RESULTED FROM PRESS 
INQUIRIES, INCLUDING OUR OWN, OVER THE FATE OF INDONE- 
SIA'S REQUEST. 

11. THOSE "PROTECTORS" ARE SIGNIFICANT (EXCEPT FOR 

THOSE WHO WEAR THEM) ONLY AS A SYMBOL OF HOW ENCOMPASS- 
ING THE U.S. HUMAN-RIGHTS ROLE HAS BECOME. THE LARGER 
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PROBLEM IS AGONIZING DELAYS IN GETTING DERIAN’S APPROVAL 
FOR BIG, LUCRATIVE. COMMERCIAL DEALS BETWEEN U.S. 
MANUFACTURERS AND FOREIGN BUYERS IN COUNTRIES FOUND 
GUILTY OF HUMAN WRONGS. 

12. MORE THAN $600 MILLION WORTH OF AMERICAN EXPORTS 
TO ARGENTINA (INCLUDING $27U MILLION FOR ALLIS-CHALMERS 
GENERATORS) HAS BEEN HELD UP MORE THAN FOUR MONTHS. 

THE DOZEN U.S. PRODUCERS ALL NEED EXPORT IMPORT BANK 
FINANCING. AN ADDITIONAL HALF-BILLION DOLLARS IN MIL- 
ITARY SALES IS IN THE SAME "HOLD" CATEGORY, WITH NO 
ASSURANCE THAT EXPORT LICENSES WILL BE GRANTED. 

13. "ARGENTINA IS LOOKING TO EUROPE AND JAPAN, EVEN TO 
THE SOVIET UNION, FOR OTHER SOURCES FOR THIS STUFF,” A 
STATE DEPARTMENT ECONOMIC EXPERT TOLD US. "ONCE THESE 
TRADE PATTERNS CHANGE THEY TEND TO STAY CHANGED." 

14. ALTHOUGH BOTH THE MILITARY AND COMMERCIAL PORTIONS 
OF THOSE POTENTIAL SALES TO ARGENTINA ARE RESTRICTED BY 
NEW HUMAN-RIGHTS LAWS THAT LIMIT DERIAN'S DISCRETION, 

SHE AND HER MUSHROOMING EMPIRE AT STATE SEEM TO WANT 
MORE, NOT FEWER, RESTRAINTS. THAT IS CLEAR FROM THE 
INITIALS "M.S." ON THE ORIGINAL DECISION TO REJECT THE 
GROIN PROTECTORS. 

15. SUCH ZEAL HAS LED DERIAN INTO DEEP TROUBLE WITH THE 
PHILIPPINES IN THE PAST. IT COULD LEAD HER INTO TROUBLE 
WITH THE WHITE HOUSE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. CHRISTOPHER 
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